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ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF ASEAN

President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly;

Excellencies;

Honorable Members of AIPA Delegations;

Observer Delegations and Special Guests of the Host Parliament;

Ladies and Gentlemen;

On behalf of Secretary-General of ASEAN, Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, we wish to express our appreciation to the President of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA), for the invitation to this 33rd AIPA General Assembly. I will also like to take this opportunity to update you on some of the key developments in ASEAN. Let me also express our appreciation to the Republic of Indonesia, and the host city of Lombok for the gracious hospitality extended to me and the delegations. 
The ASEAN community-building efforts, and measures to narrow the development gap, remain high on ASEAN’s agenda. In spite of the financial crisis in Europe, as well as recent political developments around the world, it is imperative that ASEAN maintains its regional resilience to cope with challenges, and to maximize the opportunities before us. 

The 20th ASEAN Summit on 3-4 April 2012 in Phnom Penh affirmed its strong commitment to intensify our work towards an integrated, connected, people-centred and rules-based region as well as a prosperous ASEAN. Our Leaders committed to continue to encourage the participation of our people and all stakeholders of ASEAN in the community-building process.
We are delighted that the ASEAN Summit had expressed satisfaction, with the the progress of the Roadmap for an ASEAN Community 2009-2015. We note that to further enhance the implementation of the three community-building blueprints, our collective resolve and commitment are required in order to achieve an outward-looking, peaceful, stable and prosperous Southeast Asia region.

Mr. President;

Excellencies;

Honourable Members;

Ladies and Gentlemen;

We are encouraged by the progress in the implementation of the ASEAN Political Security Community (APSC) Blueprint. 
The past year has seen strong efforts by ASEAN to strengthen regional peace and stability. Important progress has seen by ASEAN’s active role in facilitating the peaceful settlement of disputes in ASEAN, as well as ASEAN’s works to establish the ASEAN Institute for Peace and Reconciliation (AIPR), which is expected to be officially launched this year. These efforts have received the support from the United Nations Security Council, the International Court of Justice, and the UN Secretariat, demonstrating their confidence in ASEAN’s role and capacity in securing peace and security in the region.

We are delighted that the Implementation of the Declaration on the Conduct (DOC) of Parties in the South China Sea is moving forward, especially with the convening of the 4th and 5th Meetings of the ASEAN-China SOM on the Implementation of the DOC in January 2012 and June 2012.  A Work Plan has been developed to monitor the implementation of the DOC. The Work Plan 2012 include workshops and seminars as agreed by ASEAN and China; strengthening of institutional mechanism of the ASEAN SOM on the DOC and its Joint Working Group; as well as a joint workshop in commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the DOC to be held in Cambodia later in this year. 

In November last year, we welcome the conclusion on the revised Protocol to the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ) Treaty by the Nuclear Weapon States (NWS). Preparations were made for the signing of the revised Protocol as well as other related instruments, but its formal endorsement has been delayed owing to reservations by France, Russia and the UK. The States Parties to the SEANWFZ Treaty will continue to work closely with the NWS, to try to have the Protocol and its related document endorsed around the 21st ASEAN Summit in November 2012.

We are delighted that an interface between the ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting (AMM) and AICHR was held on 2 April 2012, prior to the 20th ASEAN Summit. AICHR had submitted its Progress Report on the drafting process of the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD). The Declaration is expected to be adopted at the 21st ASEAN Summit later this year. It will be a milestone  document that reflects the aspirations and commitments of ASEAN to the promotion and protection of human rights.

I am pleased to report that the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC), have also made significant progress in their respective Blueprints. 

We have maintained our efforts in supporting the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the ASEAN Community, as SMEs are the backbone of ASEAN. They  are critical in addressing the livelihood and economies of the region, and their development is integral to achieve long-term and sustainable economic growth.

ASEAN economy has proven itself to be resilient, but there are lingering challenges and risks, including the sovereign debt crisis and fiscal problems in Europe, rising food and commodity prices, and continued financial market stresses. 
Despite this, ASEAN has made notable achievements in the past year, namely: entry into force of the ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement on 29 March 2012; entry into force of the ASEAN Multilateral Agreement on the Full Liberalisation of Passenger Air Services (MAFLPAS) and its two Protocols on 1 July 2011; finalisation of Protocol 7 on ASEAN Customs Transit System under the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Goods in Transit (AFAFGIT); and commencement of the development of the ASEAN Single Window (ASW) architecture in November 2011 and is scheduled to be completed by end of 2012.

Furthermore, we are encouraged on the endorsement of the ASEAN Framework for Equitable Economic Development (AFEED) at the 19th Summit in Bali. We consider AFEED and ASEAN Framework on Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) as two important frameworks that guide ASEAN’s economic integration by 2015.
As for the implementation of the ASCC Blueprint, we continue to work through our sectoral bodies to strengthen cooperation in areas such as disaster management, communicable diseases, persons with disabilities, women and children, migrant workers, environmental issues, and advancing and prioritizing education. 
Other landmark achievements include the First Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER), which help to operationalise the AHA Centre. We also welcome the contribution and support from any dialogue partners to ensure the effective operationalisation and the long-term sustainability of the AHA Centre.
Across the three pillars, ASEAN has implemented a special programme to address the development gap in the region through the Second Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) Work Plan. We call for dialogue partners’ support and assistance in this important project.

To help integration, ASEAN has agreed on a Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity (MPAC). We are committed to work with sectoral bodies to enhance intra-ASEAN links. We will also continue to work with dialogue and non-dialogue to enhance connectivity within the region and beyond.
As the ASEAN Charter sets out the mandate of ASEAN to engage with various stakeholders, we also encourage the participation of civil society organizations and other stakeholders. All sectors of society which support the purposes and principles of the ASEAN Charter are encouraged to participate in and benefit from the process of ASEAN’s integration and community-building.  Currently there are  seventy-five (75) Entities Associated with ASEAN which include “Parliamentarians”, “Business Organisations”, “Think Tanks and Academic Institutions”, “Accredited Civil Society Organisations”, and “Other Stakeholders in ASEAN”.

I sincerely hope that we can build on what we have already achieved so far. As we approach the realisation of the ASEAN Community, which is less than three years away, we would require a strong partnership between the ASEAN government machinery, the ASEAN Secretariat and of course, with you, the representatives of the people of ASEAN. Building the ASEAN Community needs the support from the legislatures in ASEAN. Not only parliamentarian carry the voice of the ASEAN people, but also help to ensure that the requisite laws governing ASEAN’s norms and goals are legislated. The role of AIPA is indeed critical in this endeavour.
Through your respective constituencies, we would be able to more effectively communicate ASEAN’s vision to our citizens. This would then really put meaning to our words that our peoples are at the centre of our community-building efforts, and of building a caring and sharing community.

We look forward to having a continuous exchange and productive relations with AIPA going into the future.

Thank you.
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